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Nominees announced for AVA officers
The
Nominating
Committee
announces candidates for AVA
President, Vice President, Secretary
and Treasurer to serve for a two-yearterm, 2017-2019.
Two are seeking the position of
President: David Bonewitz from the
Southeast Region and Robert C.
Wright from the Atlantic Region.

One is seeking the position of VicePresident Nancy Wittenberg from the
Northwest Region.

One is seeking the position of
Secretary: Sam Korff from the
Northwest Region.

Two are seeking the position of
Treasurer: Bob Morrison from the
Northwest Region and Candace
Purcell from the Southwest Region.

In addition to accepting written material from candidates, committee
members will continue to request
individuals to become candidates.
Nominations from the floor at the
convention well also are accepted for
these positions.

For additional information, contact
one of the Committee members:
Duncan Brantley, Chair, (SE)
Georgia Walkers
Duncan7596@aol.com
Helen Hull, (SW)
East Texas Trekkers
helenthehun@yahoo.com

Marie Weber, (SE)
Georgia Walkers
marie@netweber.org

Phyllis Olson, (NC)
Greater Des Moines Volkssport
Association
paolson@mchsi.com

Trudy Duffman, (MA)
Illinois Trekkers Volkssport Club
trudyduffman@yahoo.com

David Bonewitz — Candidate for Robert C. Wright — Candidate
for AVA President
AVA President
I am passionate about AVA and seek to
serve as your president. I was a recognized leader in 26 years in the military
with two squadron commands and
involvement in the upper levels of Air
Force decision making. For 12 years with
Blount County Habitat for Humanity, I
participated in monthly board meetings of
this successful non-profit. I also served on
the board of a small national non-profit for
6 years including one term as board president. Working for Habitat and years of
service with the Boy Scouts, I honed my
skills of leading in a volunteer-focused
environment. AVA is a unique organization. While AVA is a business and must
run like one, we are an association of clubs led by volunteers and should never
give up that unique nature. AVA needs leadership that understands this unique
nature and can lead with balance, integrity, and passion.

My wife, Mindy, and I (AVA Life Members) were introduced to volksmarching
in 1988. We participated in events at each assignment during our Air Force
days. While walking with our sons, a foundational family accomplishment was
completion of the 50 States Challenge. Our AVA walking opportunities waned
as activities like sports and Scouts took priority. When Saturdays were no
longer boy-focused, we again started looking for walks. Having retired in east
Tennessee, we found that this slice of heaven was lacking a Volksmarching club.
In 2009 with another couple, we founded the East Tennessee Wanderers. As
President and Trail Master from its beginning, I am proud to have been able to
contribute to the club’s growth from the original four members to a current
membership of around 70. In these 7 years, we conducted 2 activities a month
including 2 to 3 Traditional Events each year, and started 12 Year Round Events.

I have participated in over 400 events (including ones in Canada, England,
Australia, Scotland, and Germany) and logged almost 4000 km. While happy
to serve at club level, I have been repeatedly asked to run for AVA president.
During the last 4 years, as the Southeast Regional Director, I led the “Time To
Walk” national program and chaired the Strategic Planning Committee, which
demonstrate my ability to take a program from nothing to success in a timely
and efficient manner.

I don’t claim to have all the answers to AVA’s problems, but I do know that we
will find the answers through communication and negotiation. We have established a powerful roadmap with the Strategic Plan and need to keep the momentum going. The NEC must be responsive to the clubs, but put focus on the
strategic level while giving the Executive Director responsibility for day-to-day
operations. It is essential that we help clubs across AVA have a great Volkssport
experience.

Feel free to contact me at spc4ava@gmail.com with questions or comments.
Also, see my web page at www.easttennesseewanderers.org/david.html.

We are America’s Walking Club, and working together we will have a bright
future.

May I serve you as president of the AVA? The
AVA has tremendous potential and a solid
programs base, yet suffers from declining
numbers in membership, events, participation, and revenue. It needs forward-looking
leadership to thrive and grow.

I want to help the AVA become a premier
organization making Americans healthy and
fit. To achieve this I would
- Advance the AVA’s mission, working with
clubs and state organizations, their volunteers, the NEC, HQ staff, kindred organizations, partners, and sponsors.
- Promote growth, finishing implementation
of the AVA’s strategic plan in membership, programs, fund development, and
governance.
- Keep you well informed, increasing communications, because to me information empowers.
- Spread the benefits of volkssporting, advocating for the AVA at every opportunity.

I’m passionate about and committed to volkssports. On my first volksmarch in
Germany in September, 1975 I walked with friends in the woods, earned a
medal, and bought IVV books. It was fun, and I enjoyed the camaraderie, and
food, afterward. Five days later I joined my first club and immediately volunteered to fill a critical need—to lead planning for its July 4, 1976 IVV walk. I’ve
made lasting friendships and learned a lot about volkssports since that first
walk. Along the way I gained a lot of knowledge, skills, and experience in the
government and corporate sectors too that I want to put to work serving you.
Shortly I will share my background, values, vision, and goals for the AVA. And
I will share a plan to make the AVA bigger, stronger, and better.

Together we can accomplish the AVA’s purpose of promoting the physical fitness and well-being of all Americans. We will achieve this by sharing ideas,
making smart decisions, and committing to act with passion, persistence, and
focus.

I look forward to talking with you at an event, state meeting, and the convention. Ask or send your questions to rcwright_va@comcast.net.
AVA Special Program — Water Fountains

AVA Candidates continued on page 4

Runs January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2018. Walk 20 sanctioned events that pass public water fountains or splash pads.
Fountains can be natural or man-made. Fountains in yards will not
count. The water does not have to be running. No drinking fountain, aerating fountain or waterfall will count. The info needed in
the book includes the date, the place where the fountain is found,
city and state. No duplicate stamps and only one qualifier per
stamp. Patch: 3"x4". When requesting a book, include your email
address for our information, if you have one. Sponsored by
Lawton Walkers, email walkingfan@aol.com, Sharon Snyder, 1714 NW 49th Street,
Lawton, OK 73505. Or sebentley51@aol.com, Suzi Bentley, 1104 SE Alta Lane,
Lawton, OK 73501.
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Nancy Wittenberg — Candidate
for AVA Vice President

Vote for me for AVA Vice President. My experience and commitment to the organization
show that I am someone who can work to create the type of future for AVA that will allow
it to truly be “America’s Walking Club.”

Volkssport Experience:
I will represent the whole of AVA as part of
the Executive Committee of the National
Executive Council (NEC):
— I am a two-term Northwest Regional
Director. My focus has been customer service
with frequent communication, and travel all
over the region to at least one event of each club. I understand the issues facing
today’s clubs.
— I served as Vice Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee.
— I am the Fund Development chair for AVA’s Strategic Plan Implementation.
— I have been Trail master, Treasurer and President of Daffodil Valley
Volkssport Association; and, Vice President and webmaster of the Evergreen
State Volkssport Association.
— I have received the AVA Distinguished Achievement Award.
— I have completed over 2200 events and 22,000 Km and countless AVA special programs, including the 50 States program.

Professional and Other Experience:
I hold a BS in Mathematics from the University of Washington and worked as
a computer programmer, systems analyst and data processing manager for several companies before becoming the Vice President Information Technology
(CIO) of a medium-sized transportation and logistics company. Now retired, I
built a successful organization around a belief in “thinking outside the box”, listening and mutual respect, a commitment to the role of planning, process,
change management, training and customer service.

As a Girl Scout volunteer I have served in many capacities including board
member of two Girl Scout Councils, and board chair of both. I understand a
non-profit board’s role in fund development, strategic planning and policy
development.

Supporters: I am supported in my candidacy by Curt Myron and Shirley
Lindberg, former AVA Presidents and Hall of Fame members; Sam Korff, current AVA Secretary, former NW Regional Director and Hall of Fame member;
Holly Pelking, AVA Vice President; Chris Mellen, NE Regional Director and
Bob Morrison, former AVA Treasurer.

What’s next: I fully support the strategic plan we have built using our clubs’ and
participants’ input. But this is just the beginning. There’s lots of work to be
done. We must look ahead to continue to build on the goals and objectives we
created – taking advantage of technology, taking a hard look at membership and
its benefits, making further advances in program opportunities and connecting
with the international aspect of volkssporting, improving the funding of our
organization and focusing on our mission. It is the job of the National Executive
Council to make strategic decisions. I support these efforts and those of our
Executive Director to move us forward so that we will continue to have the
organization we love. Please contact me if you have any comments or questions.
My email is newittenberg@gmail.com.

AVA Special Program — National Parks Centennial

Runs January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2018.
Sponsored by the Emerald City Wanderers. Walk 15 qualifying events that include National Parks, as well as events that
pass by a national monument or memorial; all listed on
National Park Service website. Further, the challenge walker
may claim an event once each calendar year. Patch: 3"x4"
upon completion of challenge. Send request to Emerald City
Wanderers and mailed to POC Diane Hildebrand, PO Box
59592, Renton, WA 98058; walkin-crazydi@hotmail.com. Alternate POC, Mike
Nagan, m.nagan@comcast.net. For more info, walkingwithecw.org/.

February/March 2017

Bob Morrison — Candidate for
AVA Treasurer
I am asking for your vote to again serve as
your AVA Treasurer. I truly believe that
Volkssporting improves the quality of our
lives and I am passionate about wanting to
help AVA successfully navigate the challenges
of our rapidly changing world.

Volkssporting experience: I am an AVA life
member and served as the 2011-2015 AVA
National Treasurer; am a past president of
Washington’s Evergreen State Volkssport
Association and the Capitol Volkssport Club
in Olympia, WA; have been an active
Volkssporter since 1997 completing more than
1,400 events and 15,000 km.

Professional experience: I hold a Master of Business Administration degree in
Financial Management and maintained an active license as a Certified Public
Accountant for more than forty years in Washington State (license retired in
2013); have served as the CEO, CFO or controller for a number of nonprofit
organizations over more than eighteen years of my working career; practiced as
a CPA with many nonprofit clients for more than fifteen years, and; worked as
part of multi-national, multi-disciplinary teams providing business systems
consulting in major corporations (Russell Stover Candies, Targus, Proctor &
Gamble, etc.) for another seven years. I am currently serving my fifth two-year
elected term on the five person governing board of directors for WorldMark by
Wyndham, the world’s largest timeshare homeowner association with more than
230,000 members, 95 resorts and an annual operating budget in excess of $220
million. I am retired from gainful employment.

Supporters: My candidacy is endorsed by Curt Myron and Shirley Lindberg, former AVA presidents and AVA Hall of Fame Members, plus Holly Pelking, AVA
Vice President, Sam Korff, AVA Secretary, Nancy Wittenberg, Northwest
Regional Director and Chris Mellen, Northeast Regional Director.
My priorities for second term: As your Treasurer, I will ensure that AVA maintains proper financial policies and procedures and will oversee the maintenance
of proper internal controls to protect the organization’s assets against misuse or
theft; ensure that timely, accurate and meaningful financial and statistical information is available to support good decision making; guide the preparation of
fiscally responsible budgets, and; ensure that AVA’s financial reserves are protected with conservative investments.

As a member of the National Executive Council, first and foremost, I will support new opportunities for AVA to foster growth in membership and participation at every level. I will also support the expanded use of technology to make
electronic interaction between the AVA, its clubs and Volkssporters commonplace, seamless and user-friendly for all. I will actively support our Executive
Director in leading our organization forward and implementing our recently
competed five-year strategic plan. I can be reached at morrisonr@comcast.net
with questions or comments. Thank you AVA Members, it will be my pleasure
to serve once again.
AVA Candidates continued on page 5

Stay connected on Facebook
Open discussions with the executive director

Stay connected to AVA by joining our open discussions with the executive director on our Facebook page. This is a great way to share your thoughts and suggestions to keep improving our
organization. We rotate our two
monthly discussions – one during
the day and one in the evening.

If you have any suggestions as to
how we can improve our Open
Discussions or would like to request
a PowerPoint tutorial on how to
access and use the Facebook online discussions, please contact
Samanta@ava.org. Thank you!
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Candace Purcell — Candidate
for AVA Treasurer
My name is Candace Purcell and I am asking
for your support to become your next National
Treasurer.

Operations
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tion. Applications will be due March
31. Finalists must be willing to travel
to the 2017 convention in Billings,
Montana to present to the membership. For more information email
Henry at henry@ava.org.

employee has conveyed the importance of cross training. It also casts
light on new opportunities for a reorganization of roles and responsibilities that are better aligned with our
strategic goals and the strengths of

Most of you know me, but for those folks that
do not, I retired June 2016 after 19 years as
the AVA Financial/Operations Director.
During that time I also served at the request of
the NEC as the Interim Executive Director in
between Executive Directors.

I hold a BBA degree in accounting and several
specialized certifications from the US
Treasury earned during my employment as a
Federal Bank Examiner. I am well versed in
the policies, bylaws, legal and IRS issues facing AVA as a non-profit. No one
knows the AVA HQ operations, finances, budgeting or the institutional knowledge better than I do. During my tenure all audits were clean and clear, called
unqualified audits by auditors. I supervised and led the staff by example unifying them with an open style of leadership.
My job at AVA quickly became more than just a job that I walked away from at
the end of the day. It made a big difference for me to work for an organization
that made a difference in the quality of people’s lives. Protecting the assets of
the organization, keeping the expenses as low as could be done and still deliver
the services clubs needed became my mission. During Jackie Wilson’s tenure as
Executive Director I built up the investment accounts when there were funds in
case of emergencies. I have been part of the NEC and an employee, which gives
me a unique perspective. All of my friends that I will have for life are part of
Volkssporting. AVA is still a big part of my life and I still have a lot to give, now
as a volunteer.

To me the job of Treasurer is to be a resource and consultant to the NEC, to provide them with the necessary details concerning the finances to be able to make
informed decisions; to assist the National Office, committees and clubs in moving the organization forward with the strategic planning. I have worked with
some very fine Treasurers and other NEC members. I have learned something
from each one I worked with and would like the chance to put all that knowledge to further use to continue the AVA story.

I feel my skills and experience are needed during this time of change for the
AVA. I hope you agree.

Thank you.

Sam Korff — Candidate for AVA
Secretary
I’m Sam Korff and I’m seeking re-election as
AVA Secretary. The new Strategic Plan was
recently completed. The most important thing
was the beginning – we must do something
immediately to save AVA from dying. That’s
what the survey responses revealed. I believe
the survey responses were right. We have
been warned of the decline for many years
and yet we continue to decline. I’d like to
help keep AVA viable for the future generations. I ask for your vote at the 2017
Convention in Billings, Montana.

AVA: America’s Walking Club!

AVA National Office Annual Volunteer Luncheon 2016.

New AVA Privacy Policy — Last
June the NEC approved the creation
of a Privacy Policy so that certain personal data collected by AVA can be
used for dissemination of information
related to AVA services and activities
and shared with other club presidents,
state associations and regional directors. This policy has been completed
and approved by our legal counsel.
Once it has been approved by the
NEC, it will be sent to all AVA members via mail. A copy of this policy
will also be posted on the AVA website. The information we will be sharing will be name, address, telephone
number and/or email address. It is
important to note that at any time anyone can opt out of sharing their information.

New national office team in transition — Sometimes the unexpected
departure of key personnel can bring
an organization to a grinding halt if
there has been no cross training
and/or succession planning. The
recent departure of a senior AVA

employees. We appreciate your support as we work through this transition with the national office team. In
the meantime, please refer your questions and concerns to the following
individuals at the national office:

For questions about late fees, sanction
fees, participation fees and all invoice
related questions contact Theresa at
theresa@ava.org.

For questions about stamps, sanction
numbers, club insurance, reports and
all other club related questions about
an event, contact Samanta at samanta@ava.org.

For technical support and website
related questions, contact Hector at
hector@ava.org. He will work closely
with our IT chair to help resolve any
database related issues.
Special thanks to all of our office volunteers who have supported us
through the transition with training,
love and respect.

Reminder: SNOB Program
ends in 2018
The SNOB Program will end December 31,
2018. Walkers can finish their books at the
2017 convention. While the concept was
interesting, sales were weak and it was difficult to get all the stamps without going to the
conventions.

SNOB books will be provided free in all the
pre-registration packets for the 2017
Convention. Attendees can get some of the
stamps during the convention, and those who are finishing their books can
receive their pins on the last day of the convention. If you have questions, contact SWRD Susan Medlin, 210-325-3523 or sw_rd@ava.org.

